Quartet for a 
New Beginning

for Violin,  B Clarinet, Violoncello, and Piano
July 4—December 16, 2006
Duration: 23 minutes
My work is very different than Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time —and with far briefer program notes! The first three movements are titled after the three gunas of Hinduism. Rajas is restless activity, Tamas is darkness, and Satvas is spiritually elevated and full of light. The last movement is a celebration after the Earth is green again following the changes to come in the near future.
       There is also a version of this work for piano quartet, with viola instead of clarinet. I hope that musicians will consider QFNB short enough to join Messiaen’s quartet on the same program.
    
While the total length of this work is 23 minutes, I am submitting it to the competition as performable in individual movements, or with selected movements in any combination, if needed to comply with the time limitations.
