Lyrics to “A Sufi Song”

  If the Beautiful One is not 
       inside you what is that Light 
       hidden beneath your cloak?
    From a distance you tremble with fear.  
    Can't you see the mighty warrior
         standing 
    ready in your heart?  The flame in his
      eyes has seared away every veil!
   So why do you linger behind the curtain,
      afraid of what you cannot see?
   Open your eyes!  The Beloved is 
      staring you right in the face.
   If no guru has placed 
      his Light within your heart
      what bliss can you find in this world?


                           --Rumi
(adapted by B.R. from an excerpt of "Can't You See the Mighty Warrior", ode 406, in "A Garden Beyond Paradise: The Mystical Poetry of Rumi", translated by Jonathan Star, Bantam 1992)
