Om Namah Sivaya

Kirtan of 108 repetitions of “Om Namah Sivaya” by multiple singers. Vocalists may sing at the notated pitch, or one or two octaves below to suit their ranges. (This is not a call-and-response kirtan; the congregation sings throughout.) Accompaniment is for 6-string electric violin (tuned from top EADGCF) but it is suitable to use any other instrument, such as keyboard, that has an appropriate range and sound. The harmonic structure is too complex to allow the addition of a drone.  The vocal line should be doubled by an instrument.

Pronunciation of the Sanskrit; the dot under the h at the end of Namah means to pronounce it Namaha, which is indicated in the first two repetitions of the mantra as Namah(a). The slash over the S in Sivaya means to pronounce it as a sh sound. The “i” in Sivaya is short, like the “i” in fish. The a sounds are like the u in but. Namah Sivaya means “homage to Siva”.

Composed in June 2002. 
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